
 

            

Abraham’s Covenant with God  

The thing I find interesting about this covenant, is 
the curious nature of Abram (later Abraham), that 
is, his tendency to be inquisitive. “O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless” 
(v.2) “You have given me no offspring” (v.3) “O 
Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess 
it?” (v.8) And if we read forward to Gen 18:23-33, 
his curious character becomes borderline 
annoying and perhaps irritating (well, if that was 
me he was asking). 

Yet, there is something about asking questions 
that is similar to the child asking “are we there 
yet?” When we consider covenants in the Bible, it 
is easy to assume that it is of a formal nature, with 
formal language. Ironically, as seen in today’s 
passage from Genesis, God’s terms of the 
covenant are actually in response to Abram’s 
questions. 

Further to the irony, it seems that Abram, and not 
God, dictates the terms of the covenant! It’s not 
so much the signs that I value in this reflection, 
but the questions that lead us to those signs. 

Perhaps we see questions as a sign of our lack of 
faith, yet as Abra(ha)m has shown to us, asking 
questions can fuel our faith, and drive us to the 
next horizon. During this Lent season, we are 
meant to give up something, but perhaps we 
could start by not giving up our inquisitive nature, 
and instead harnessing it into building/rebuilding 
our faith, so that God can show us the horizon 
beyond our bordered bodies. 

From Rev. Dr Brian Fiu Kolia 
UCA Lectionary Insights 13/03/22 
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A Fairtrade Faith Community 

Psalm 27:4-5 

One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to 
live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of 
trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;     
he will set me high on a rock. 

13th March 2022 
LENT 2 

34 FISHER ST,  
WEST WOLLONGONG 

PRAYERS 

Pray for all those affected by the flooding events, 
pray for those who are assisting them and 
strength for those for whom the situation feels 
bleak and uncertain. 

Pray for the safety of the people of Ukraine.  Pray 
for all who are seeking shelter and all those who 
have been displaced.  Pray for peace and 
reconciliation to overcome conflict and war.   
Pray for the children and staff at the Agape 
children's Home. Pray for those in our 
congregation who are visiting Agape. 

Pray for those undergoing tests and treatment. 

 

 

Thought for the Week 

COMING UP AT KEIRAVIEW 

Day Time Activity 
Sun 
13th  

10:45 Lenten Bible Study 

Tues 
15th  

10:00-
12:00 

Eden Playtime & 
Community Gardening  

Tues 
15th    

13:15 Know Your Bible (KYB) 

Wed 
16th  

19:30-
21:00 

Pastoral Care Team 
Meeting 

Fri  
18th   

19:00-
20:30 

Three:SixTeens Youth 
Group for kids Yr5-9 

Sat 
19th  

09:00-
15:00 

Growing Young Sessions 
1 & 2 

 

 

welcome 
Morning Worship 9:30am 

    Led by Synod Pulse Team 

Evening Worship 6:30pm 
    Led by Rev. David Stuart 
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Pastoral Care Team Meeting  will be on 
this Wed. (16th March) from 7:30-9pm. A 
representative from the Wollongong Homeless 
Hub will be the guest speaker.  All interested 
persons are welcome to attend. 

Growing Young Sessions Note the 
upcoming Growing Young Sessions in your 
diaries. Church Council encourages everyone 
to consider coming to these important sessions 
which will guide the future planning for 
Keiraview. 
• 19 March (Sat) 9:00 - 15:00  

2 sessions – covering 4 strategies 
• 1 April (Fri) 18:30 - 20:30  

1 session – covering 2 strategies 
• 21 May (Sat) 9:00-12:00  

Final session - Summary of Growing Young 
journey & where to from here 
 

WWPS Breakfast Club With the recent 
announcement that schools no longer have to 
maintain cohort groups for students, the 
Keiraview Breakfast Club at WWPS can 
recommence soon. Breakfast Club operates on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings and 
volunteers get to school about 8:15 and leave 
around 9:15. Volunteers need to have a 
WWCC.  We are in need of more volunteers for 
Tuesday mornings. If you are interested in 
helping please speak to Pauline Doyle. 

Samaritan’s Purse Australia  has 
sent its first nurse to the Ukraine to help in 
the Samaritan’s Purse Emergency Field 
Hospital.  Please pray for Gabi and all 
working in the hospital there.  The 
Samaritan’s Purse Disaster Relief team are 
working in the Brisbane-Ipswich area 
helping with the clean up following the 
recent floods.  You can help support these 
efforts here: 
https://samaritanspurse.org.au/    

Statement from the Heart  The Grail 
invites you to an exploration of the 
Statement from the Heart on 26th March 
from 9:30-15:30 over zoom.  A time to 
explore more deeply this visionary 
statement which we believe is a fair, 
practical and unifying gift to all Australians. 

Voice.Treaty.Truth. 

 More info: www.grailaustralia.org.au 

7 Days of Solidarity  is coming up later 
this month from 27th March – 3rd April. A 
different story each day about how God is 
moving in our neighbouring countries. 

More details here: 
https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/7dos  

 

From the Safe Church 
Team 
As at 25th February 2022 

● The Safe Church Team has 
approved morning tea and 
congregational singing 
during services.  

● The government 
encourages people to still 
wear masks in indoor 
settings particularly when 
safe distances from others 
cannot be maintained.  
Please be mindful that we 
have vulnerable people 
within our congregation. 

● Group leaders/facilitators 
are to ensure the 
appropriate space is used 
for activities and that 
ventilation is appropriate for 
the number of people in the 
space.  

● Checking in at Places of 
Worship is no longer 
required. 

● If you attend church, or 
any other activity in our 
premises, and then test 
positive in the next couple 
of days please let the Safe 
Church Team know. 

 

 

 

 

 

Any questions? Talk to the 
Safe Church Team (Gavin 
Whitten, Vi Richardson, Phil 
Crawford or Pauline Doyle) 
or email: 

safe-church@keiraview.org  

 

 

 

Illawarra Act2 Event Save the Date for the Act2 Event from 10am-
3pm on Saturday 18th June here at Keiraview UC (and over zoom). 
Assembly President, Sharon Hollis and General Secretary, Colleen Geyer  

will be in person at Keiraview to explain Act2. The day will include discussions on what will 
serve us moving forward and the structure of the church.   
The Act2 Project examines who we are, what we want to be and getting there.  Watch the video 
about Act2 here: https://uniting.church/act2/  

 

            

 

Register here: https://bit.ly/3Lt2ZNr  
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Global School Strike 4 Climate Action 

The terrible flooding in Queensland and NSW has reminded us that 
the impacts of climate change are increasingly present and 
increasingly severe. The School Strike 4 Climate (SS4C) movement 
has declared a global day of action for Friday, 25 March. 

Young people, including those within our own church, are urging us 
to support them. Here is some information on what they are calling for and how Uniting Church 
members and congregations can show support.Our young people are calling for an end to 
fossil fuel company donations to government and government subsidies to the industry. 

They continue to urge for Net zero emission by 2030 and 
no new coal, oil or gas projects, 100 percent renewable 
energy generation and exports by 2030 and the funding 
a planned transition and job creation for workers and 
communities dependent on fossil fuels. 

More info at  
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/young-people-call-for-a-global-day-for-climate-action/  

Community Refugee Sponsorship 
At the February Church Council meeting it 
was agreed that Keiraview would join 
Community Refugee Sponsorship Australia 
(CSRA) in establishing a group of mentors 
to support a newly arrived refugee family. 
Last December four members of our 
congregation (Sue Woodland, Annette 
Arthur, Geoff Lattimore and Pauline Doyle) 
joined an online information session to find 
out more about this program.  

The community sponsorship program looks to set up mentor groups committing to provide 12 
months of practical settlement support to a refugee household. To get started, there should be 
at least five members, ideally more, with a range of skills and interests they can share with the 
refugee family.  

All members of the Mentor Group need to be prepared to participate in training provided by 
CRSA. If you are interested in being involved in this refugee mentoring program or finding out 
more about it please speak to Sue, Annette, Geoff or Pauline or have a look at the program’s 
website which can be found here: https://refugeesponsorship.org.au/ 

If you would like the link to the recording of the information session sent to you please email 
Pauline at: rpdoyle@iinet.net.au 

Banking Details If you prefer to do an electronic bank deposit as offertory, 

the details are: 

Keiraview Uniting Church,  BSB: 634 634, Account #: 100017747 

ROSTER 
20th MAR 2022 
Flowers 
Leonie Erskine 

AV/Streaming 
Clive Arthur 
Kath Hamdan 

Welcomers 
Pat Waller 
Pat Judd 

Announcements 
Annette Arthur 

Elder 
Pauline Doyle 

Music 
Grace Kennedy 

Bible Reader 
Geoff Lattimore 

Prayer 
Minister 

Offering Counting 
Clive Arthur 
Ross Johnson 

Morning Tea 
Don Townsend 
Sue Townsend 
Sue Lattimore 
Geoff Lattimore 

READINGS 
LENT 3 
Isaiah 55:1-9  
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

 

Please send notices for this 

news sheet to Grace  

by noon Wednesday.  

 0415 952701 

notices@keiraview.org  
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