
 

             

God’s Grace & Mercy 

The significance of this week’s Gospel reading, 
in the light of the many natural disasters, acts 
of violence, and financial struggle sin our world 
over the last few years, is nothing less than 
obvious. While much can be said – and has 
been said – about whether these things are 
God’s punishment or not, Jesus closes the 
book on that discussion very firmly. But, he 
doesn’t close the book on the significance of 
such tragic events for every person – it reminds 
us that we all need God’s grace and mercy, and 
that we cannot stand off and debate the pain of 
others academically while ignoring the part our 
self-righteousness plays in their pain. There is 
a sense in the suffering of the poor and 
marginalised is not a judgement on the them – 
it is a judgment on those who have allowed the 
inequalities that made them vulnerable to such 
suffering. We cannot help but be challenged by 
the statistics that reveal that those who are the 
worst hit by climate change, war, and economic 
crises are the poorest and most vulnerable in 
our world. Nor can we be anything but 
challenged by Jesus’ call to bear fruit by 
serving and protecting these “least” ones. 
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A Fairtrade Faith Community 

Isaiah 55:6-7  

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while 
he is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and the 
unrighteous their thoughts.  

Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

LENT 3 

34 FISHER ST,  
WEST WOLLONGONG 

Keiraview Uniting News 20th March 2022 

PRAYERS 

Pray for all those affected by the floods and 
those supporting them.  Pray for our Disaster 
Recovery Chaplains. 

Pray for peace for the people of the Ukraine. 

Praise for our help at West Wollongong Primary 
school with mentoring and breakfast club. Pray 
for the faithful group of Keiraview people who 
undertake this amazing and faithful work 

A Prayer from UCA Lectionary 
God of wilderness and water, your Son was 
baptized and tempted as we are. Guide us 
through this season, that we may not avoid 
struggle, but open ourselves to blessing, through 
the cleansing depths of repentance and the 
heaven-rending words of the Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Thought for the Week 

COMING UP AT KEIRAVIEW 

Day Time Activity 
Sun 
20th  

10:45 Lenten Bible Study 

Tues 
22nd  

10:00-
12:00 

Eden Playtime & 
Community Gardening  

Tues 
22nd     

13:15 Know Your Bible (KYB) 

Fri  
25th   

19:00-
20:30 

Three:SixTeens Youth 
Group for kids Yr5-9 

 

 

welcome 
Morning Worship 9:30am 

    Led by David Stuart 

Evening Worship 6:30pm 
    Led by Rev. David Stuart 
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Growing Young Sessions  Unfortunately, the 19th March session 
has been postponed to 1st April. There’ll be a catered dinner on the 1st 
April, so please RSVP to Scott if you will attending, and if you have any 
special dietary requirements. 
• 1 April (Fri) 18:30 - 20:30  

1 session – covering 2 strategies 
• 21 May (Sat) 9:00-12:00  

1 session - Summary of Growing Young journey & where to from here 

Church Council encourages everyone to consider coming to these important sessions which 
will guide the future planning for Keiraview.   

            

 School Strike 4 Climate Action  is this 
Friday, 25th March, 1pm at IPAC. More info at  
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/young-
people-call-for-a-global-day-for-climate-
action/  

Healthy Churches Expo  will be on this 
Saturday 26th March from 9:30am.  The 
Healthy Churches Expo is range of 
presenters and engaging sessions on topics 
like; Congregation mission planning, 
Governance and risk, Developing lay 
leadership, Ministry placements, Making your 
congregation visible - and more! 

Register here: https://bit.ly/3Lt2ZNr  

Statement from the Heart  The Grail 
invites you to an exploration of the Statement 
from the Heart on 26th March from 9:30-15:30 
over zoom.  www.grailaustralia.org.au 

7 Days of Solidarity  is coming up next 
Sunday from 27th March – 3rd April. A different 
story each day about how God is moving in 
our neighbouring countries. 
https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/7dos  

 

Stepping Out to Preach is a new book 
self-published by Rev. Les Hewitt.  It 
follows his presentation of visual talks for 
Sunday School Anniversaries at Miranda 
Uniting Church which then culminated in 
the “First Person Biblical Preaching” of 
sermons in the Bathurst and Gerringong 
Uniting Churches. This is when the person 
or character from Scripture speaks directly 
to the congregation in the “first person”. A 
print-out of the basic contents of the book 
is available in the porch of the church. The 
book costs $20 when purchased at 
Keiraview (extra $6.75 when posted).  
Interested? Drop a line to Les or email 
llhewitt67@bigpond.com  

Samaritan’s Purse Australia  has 
sent its first nurse to the Ukraine to help in 
the Samaritan’s Purse Emergency Field 
Hospital.  Please pray for Gabi and all 
working in the hospital there. The 
Samaritan’s Purse Disaster Relief team are 
working in the Brisbane-Ipswich area 
helping with the clean up following the 
recent floods.  You can help support these 
efforts here: 
https://samaritanspurse.org.au/    

Community Refugee Sponsorship 
program looks to set up mentor groups 
committing to provide 12 months of 
practical settlement support to a refugee 
household. If you are interested in being 
involved in this refugee mentoring program 
or finding out more about it please speak to 
Sue, Annette, Geoff or Pauline. 
https://refugeesponsorship.org.au/ 
 
 

 

From the Safe Church 
Team 
As at 25th February 2022 

● The Safe Church Team has 
approved morning tea and 
congregational singing 
during services.  

● The government 
encourages people to still 
wear masks in indoor 
settings particularly when 
safe distances from others 
cannot be maintained.  
Please be mindful that we 
have vulnerable people 
within our congregation. 

● Group leaders/facilitators 
are to ensure the 
appropriate space is used 
for activities and that 
ventilation is appropriate for 
the number of people in the 
space.  

● Checking in at Places of 
Worship is no longer 
required. 

● If you attend church, or 
any other activity in our 
premises, and then test 
positive in the next couple 
of days please let the Safe 
Church Team know. 

 

 

 

 

 

Any questions? Talk to the 
Safe Church Team (Gavin 
Whitten, Vi Richardson, Phil 
Crawford or Pauline Doyle) 
or email: 

safe-church@keiraview.org  
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Lent for Kids –Meditation Jar (Week 3) 

To make a meditation jar: Pour an entire 6oz container of glitter 
glue into a clear jar. Add any additional glitter, confetti, beads, or 
other waterproof craft supplies. Fill jar with hot water (not boiling, 
just hot). Twist the lid on tight (you might consider adding hot glue 
around the perimeter). While water is still hot, shake the jar 
vigorously until glue is dissolved.  

To use the meditation jar: Shake it up! You can do this for as long 
as you need to shake out any extra energy, anxiety, frustration, or 
jitters. When you're ready, set the jar down and breathe deeply as 
you watch the glitter settle. Imagine that the glitter represents your 
thoughts, words, and actions, and remember that, just like Jesus 
calmed the storm, Jesus can calm our hearts. 

More about “Lent in a Box” ideas for children: 
https://bit.ly/3CPjXBL  

Eden Playtime & Community Gardening  meets on Tuesdays (in term time) from 

10am-12pm at Keiraview Uniting Church. We are 

a group, not only for little ones to bring their adult 

carers to share and develop through play, but for 

the whole community in and around West  

Wollongong. Come, sit for a while, share a coffee and a snack, plant some seedlings, help 

them grow and hopefully enjoy the sights, smells and tastes of our Eden garden. All welcome! 

Keep up with the latest news at https://www.facebook.com/EdenPlaytimeCommunityGardening  

Banking Details If you prefer to do an electronic bank deposit as offertory, 

the details are: 

Keiraview Uniting Church,  BSB: 634 634, Account #: 100017747 

ROSTER 
27th MAR 2022 
Flowers 
Annette Arthur 

AV/Streaming 
Ian Almond 
John Kennedy 

Welcomers 
Colin Gold 
Pat Robinson 

Announcements 
Pat Waller 

Elder 
Alayne Guerin 

Music 
Robyn Bradley 

Bible Reader 
Don Townsend 

Prayer 
Alayne Guerin 

Offering Counting 
Alan Bradley 
Lyn Jones 

Morning Tea 
Annette Arthur 
Don Townsend 
Sue Townsend 
Pat Waller 

READINGS 
LENT 4 
Joshua 5:9-12  
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

Please send notices for this 

news sheet to Grace  

by noon Wednesday.  

 0415 952701 

notices@keiraview.org  
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